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Program notes: 

What is an echo? 

How can geometry be experienced in linear time? 

Where can the difference between a pause and a break be heard? 

Can simultaneities be heard as discrete objects as well as synchronicities? 

  

  

Performance directions: 

32’ 10” exactly (pronounced “thirty-two feet, ten inches exactly”) is an attempt at creating impossible, labyrinthian geometries within a musical work starting at the score-interpretation level. 

This piece has three varieties of materials which the performer must reconcile against/with/in spite of one another. Some material is stable, while other materials are stretched or crushed 

to fit the mold of a descriptive notational plain; further material exists outside of linear time and must find a way to seep from the realm of ideas and into our reality. 

  

#1 

The first variety of material is the repeated F#; this acts as the spine of the work from which the other parts protrude from. This material gradually slows down as the piece progresses. All 

F#s should be as close to identical to each other as possible. No pedal should be used unless to facilitate physical motion of the hands to perform material of #2. The F# is continuous 

unless interrupted by material of #3. 

  

#2 

The second variety of material is a series of figures at stable tempi. These repeat (with variations) regardless of the tempo of #1. Dashed lines indicate where the material from #1 and #2 

coordinate. The staves of material #2 appear and vanish. There are two tempi that this material can appear in, q=78 and q=65. This material is often quieter than material #1; (it should 

be) as if two unrelated compositions are attempting to enter. 

  

#3 

The third variety of material is the music written as footnotes in the score. This music can be performed in almost any way. While the intention is to perform this material when indicated 

in the score (there may be numbers before an F# from material #1, this is when the corresponding footnote can be played), the performer may also use their own discretion.  They may 

choose to wait to perform this material until the end of the system, page, or entire piece. This material exists as an interruption or colouration to material #1. If material #3 cannot 

practically be performed “in time with” material #1, it should not, and it will serve as an interruption and the steady flow of F#s will be paused. However, if it can be performed “in time 

with” material #1, it will be performed like an ornament to the following F#. 

August 2023-June 2024 

Traditional territories of the Lekwungen-speaking peoples (Victoria, BC) and Fredericksburg, TX.

-Nolan Krell
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